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Jon Zawislak                                             Dept. of Entomology  

                                                                  University of Arkansas 

          Curriculum Vitae                                                            319 Agriculture Building 

                                                                                             Fayetteville, Arkansas 72701 

                                                                                            phone & fax:  (479) 575-5024 

                                                                                                 email:  jzawisla@uark.edu 

Education 
Present:  M.S. student, Dept. of Entomology, University of Arkansas 

Research topic:  Alternate control methods for varroa mites on honey bees. 

Academic advisor:  Dr. Donald Steinkraus.  Anticipated graduation:  2008. 
 

B.S. Botany, 2005, Univ. of Arkansas.  Senior thesis:  “The cotton aphid fungus:  A comprehensive look at 

the suitability of the entomopathogenic fungus Neozygites fresenii as a biological control agent of 

the cotton aphid, Aphis gossypii.”   Academic Advisor:  Dr. Fred Spiegel. 
 

Professional Experience 
1998-2007.   Research technician, Insect Pathology Lab, Dept. of Entomology, Univ. of Arkansas, 

Fayetteville, Arkansas.  Selected projects include participation with: 

� Spider mites on cotton -- Monitoring the population dynamics of spider mites, Tetranychus urticae 

within commercial cotton fields; conducting pesticide comparison tests. 

� Fungal pathogens of cotton aphids -- Monitoring the cyclical development of fungal epizootics in 

southern states; attempts to initiate artificial epizootics within cotton aphid populations. 

� Food consumption of true armyworm, Pseudaletia unipuncta -- Measuring food consumption and 

thresholds in wheat; comparisons of mortality rates of armyworms on fescue varieties. 

� Natural enemies of tulip poplar aphid – Identification of mortality factors of tuliptree aphid, 

Illinoia liriodendri, including fungal pathogens and parasitoids. 

� Biological control of Japanese beetle, Popillia japonica -- Field tests of efficacy of microbial 

insecticides against grubs in turf. 

� Biological control of red oak borer – Application of fungal pathogen Beauveria bassiana against 

Enaphalodes Rufulus larvae in Ozark forest. 
 

Publications 
Zawislak, J., D. Steinkraus.  2005.  Natural Attachment Sites for capilliconidia of Neozygites fresenii 

(Entomophthorales: Neozygitaceae) on cotton aphids, Aphis gossypii (Homoptera: Aphididae).   

Summaries of Arkansas Cotton Research.  pp. 241-244. 

Steinkraus, D., J. Zawislak.  2004.  Utilizing natural biological control for cotton aphids:  Cotton aphid 

fungus sampling service twelfth year.  Summaries of Arkansas Cotton Research.  pp. 220-223. 

Steinkraus, D., J. Zawislak, G. Boys, G. Lorenz, and P. O'Leary.  2004.  Utilizing natural biological 

control by the cotton aphid fungus.  Proc. 2004 Beltwide Cotton Conferences.  National Cotton 

Council, San Antonio, TX.  pp. 1924-1925. 

Steinkraus, D., J. Zawislak, G. Lorenz, B. Layton, and R. Leonard.  2001.  Spider Mites on Cotton in the 

Midsouth.  Cotton Incorporated special publication.   http://www.cottoninc.com/Entomology/ 

SpiderMitesCottonMidsouth/SpiderMitesCottonMidsouth.pdf. 

Steinkraus, D., J. Zawislak, G. Lorenz.  2001.  Spider Mites on Cotton in the Midsouth.  Proc. 2001 

Beltwide Cotton Conferences.  National Cotton Council, Anaheim, CA.  p. 1141. 

Steinkraus, D., and J. Zawislak.  2000.  Spider mites on Arkansas cotton: wild host plants and chemical 

control.  Proc. 2000 Beltwide Cotton Conferences.  National Cotton Council, Memphis, TN.  pp. 

1255-1258. 

Steinkraus, D., J. Zawislak, G. Lorenz, and J. Welch.  1999.  Arkansas spider mites, their wild host plants 

and chemical control.  Proc. 1999 Cotton Research Meeting and Summaries of Cotton Research in 

Progress.  Arkansas Agricultural Experiment Station, Division of Agriculture Special Report 193.  

pp. 201-203. 

Steinkraus, D., J. Zawislak, G. Lorenz, and J. Welch.  1999.  Spider mites in Arkansas:  wild plant hosts 

and chemical control.  Proc. 1999 Beltwide Cotton Conferences.  National Cotton Council, 

Orlando, FL.  Pp. 1019-1022. 

Steinkraus, D., J. Zawislak, G. Lorenz.  1999.  Twospotted spider mite control with selected miticides.  

Arthropod Management Tests, 1999. 
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Invited Talks 
J. Zawislak, D. Steinkraus.  2007.   Evaluation of botanical smokes for Varroa Control.  Northwest 

Arkansas Beekeepers Association.  5 Nov 2007, Fayetteville, Arkansas. 

J. Zawislak, D. Steinkraus.  2007.  Alternative Method of Controlling Varroa Mites with Botanical Smokes.  

Northwest Arkansas Beekeepers Association.  9 July 2007, Fayetteville, Arkansas. 

J. Zawislak, D. Steinkraus.  2007.  Historical Honeybees:  relocating the Old Main Colony.  Northwest 

Arkansas Beekeepers Association.  9 July 2007, Fayetteville, Arkansas. 
 

Presentations 

 
J. Zawislak, D. Steinkraus.  2007.  Evaluation of botanical smokes as alternative methods for control of 

Varroa destructor on the honeybee, Apis mellifera.  Ent. Soc. Am. 2007 National Meeting, San 

Diego, CA. 

J. Zawislak, D. Steinkraus.  2007.  Evaluating Botanical Smokes for Varroa mite control.  Northwest 

Arkansas Beekeepers Association.  12 Oct 2007.  Mountain View, Arkansas. 

J. Zawislak, D. Steinkraus.  Alternative methods of controlling Varroa mites on honeybees.  Poster 

Presentation.  ESA Southeastern Branch Meeting, Knoxville, TN. March 4-7, 2007. 

J. Zawislak.  2007.  Entomography:  A brief  history of insects in art.  Entomology Departmental Seminar, 

University of Arkansas.  16 January 2007. 

J. Zawislak.  2006.  Entomography:  The history of insects in art.  Annual meeting of the Arkansas 

Entomological Society, Fayetteville, AR.  13 October 2006. 

Galligan, L., D. Steinkraus, J. Zawislak, M. Vingaard, D. Wildy and D. Wells.  2003.  Inducing epizootics 

in cotton aphids in Arkansas Cotton.  Poster presentation, Ent. Soc. Am. 2003 National Meeting, 

Cincinnati, OH. 
 

Awards 
� Jacob & Carrol Phillips Fellowship, 2007 

� Graduate Research Assistantship, University of Arkansas, 2006 

� Arkansas ACT Scholarship, 1991 
 

Professional Affiliations 
� Gamma Sigma Delta Honor Society 2007-2008 

� Entomological Society of America, 2006-2008 

� Arkansas Entomological Society (Secretary-Treasurer), 2006-2007 

� Iseley-Baerg Entomology Club, 2006-2008 
 

Websites 
� Arkansas Entomological Society.  http://entomology.uark.edu/arkentsoc 

� Cotton Aphid Fungus Sampling Service.  http://www.uark.edu/misc/aphid 

� Spider Mites on Cotton in the Midsouth.  

http://cavern.uark.edu/misc/steinent/spidermites/sm_index.html 

� Arkansas Subterranean Biodiversity Project. http://cavern.uark.edu/depts/ecology 
 

Continuing Education  
� Midwest Biological Control Institute, Insect Pathology Short Course, Champagne, IL, July 2007. 

 

Outreach 
� 1998-2007:  Public school presentations on entomology. 

� McNair Middle School Science Fair, judge, 30 April 2007. 

� Springfest Entomology display, 21 April 2007. 

� Northwest Arkansas Regional Science Fair, judge, 2 March 2007. 

� 1998-2006:  Insect Festival, organization, publicity, and participation. 
 

Volunteer Service 
� 1998-2004: APUFRAM (Asociación de Pueblos Franciscanos de Muchachos y Muchachas) 

http://www.missionhonduras.com 

� 2000-2001:  Washington County Habitat for Humanity.  http://www.habitatwashcoar.org 

� 1997-2000:  Subterranean Biodiversity Project. Department of Biological Sciences, University of 

Arkansas, Fayetteville.  http://cavern.uark.edu/depts/ecology 
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Complete Employment History 

 
� Aug 2006 – present.  Graduate Research Assistant, Department of Entomology, Univ. of 

Arkansas, Fayetteville, AR. 

 

� Jan 1998 – Aug 2006.  Research assistant, Insect Pathology Lab, Department of Entomology, 

Univ. of Arkansas, Fayetteville, AR. 

 

� Oct 2004 - Apr 2005.  Newspaper cartoonist, The Hometown Classifieds, Springdale, AR. 

 

� Oct 1999 – May 2000.  Pastry chef, James at the Mill Restaurant, Johnson, AR. 

 

� Nov 1997 – Nov 1999.  Dessert chef, Nick’s Fine Steaks & Seafood, Fayetteville, AR. 

 

� June 1997 – Nov 1997.  Dessert chef, Touché Restaurant, Fayetteville, AR. 

 

� June 1997 – Aug 1997.  Landscaper, Landscapes and Lawns, Fayetteville, AR. 

 

� Nov 1995 – May 1997.  Dessert chef, Campbell Street Bistro, Fayetteville, AR. 

 

� June 1996 – Aug 1996.  Night manager, Bubba’s Bakery, Fayetteville, AR. 

 

� Sept 1995 – Dec 1995.  Assistant greenhouse manager, Department of Biological Sciences, Univ. 

of Arkansas, Fayetteville, AR. 

 

� Sept 1993 – Nov 1995.  Line cook & server, Muley’s Restaurant, Fayetteville, AR. 

 

� Aug 1994 – Dec 1994.  Staff cartoonist, Arkansas Traveler Newspaper, Univ. of Arkansas, 

Fayetteville, AR. 

 

� Sept 1992 – Aug 1993.  Optical lab technician,  Family Vision Center, Fayetteville, AR. 

 

� June 1992 – Aug 1992.  Product inspector, American Cabinet Company, Conway, AR. 

 

� Sept 1991 – May 1992.  Production assistant, Arkansas Traveler Newspaper, Univ. of Arkansas, 

Fayetteville, AR. 

 

� June 1991 – Aug 1991.  Groundskeeper, State Building Services Maintenance Shop, Little Rock, 

AR. 

 

� Sept 1989 - May 1991.  Line cook, cashier, waiter, dishwasher.  Stoby’s Restaurant, Conway, AR. 

 


